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[To accompany H. R. 2290] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2290) for the relief of Ralph Ambrose Thrall and Minnie 


Hazell Thrall, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to enable Ralph Ambrose Thrall and 
Minnie Hazell Thrall to regain their United States citizenship which 
was lost by voting in certain municipal elections in Canada. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill were born in the United States, Mr. 
Thrall on December 22, 1893, in Minneapolis, Minn., and Mrs. Thrall 
on July 9, 1896, in Chicago, Ill. They lost their U nited States citizen- 
ship by voting in Canada. Mr. Thrall states that he is a veteran of 
the First World War and has served as United States consular agent 
in Alberta, Canada. He was also registrar of the United States 
National Selective Service for a large part of southern Alberta during 
World War Il. He’'states that prior to 1941 he had asked the Amer- 
ican consul whether voting in Canada would cause him to lose his 
United States citizenship and was advised that it would not. How- 
ever, in 1941, the law was changed and voting in a foreign state was 
made a ground for expatriation. 

A letter dated September 7, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case, reads as follows: 
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SEPTEMBER 7, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuatrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2290) for the relief of Ralph 
Ambrose Thrall and Minnie Hazell Thrall. 

The bill would provide that Ralph Ambrose Thrall, of Canada, and Minnie 
Hazell Thrall, his wife, who lost their United States citizenship by voting in cer- 
tain municipal elections in Alberta, Canada, may be naturalized as citizens of 
the United States by taking, not later than 1 year after the date of its enactment, 
before any naturalization court specified in section 301 (a) of the Nationality Act 
of 1940, as amended, or before any diplomatic or consular officer of the United 
States abroad, the oaths prescribed by section 335 of that act. It would also 
provide that Mr. and Mrs. Thrall shall have thereafter the same citizenship 
status as that which existed immediately prior to its loss. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. and Mrs. Thrall, who reside in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, 
are natives of the United States, Mr. Thrall having been born on December 22, 
1893, in Minneapolis, Minn., and Mrs. Thrall on July 9, 1896, in Chicago, IIL. 
Mr. Thrall has resided in Canada continuously since January 8, 1919, and Mrs. 
Thrall left the United States for Canada with her parents when she was a child. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Thrall lost their United States citizenship through voting in 
municipal elections in Canada. 

The files further reflect that Mr. and Mrs. Thrall have a son, about 17 years 
of age, who attends school in Minnesota. Mrs. Thrall stated that her father was 
born in England and her mother in Ireland, that neither ever became a citizen 
of the United States, and that both are now deceased and buried in Canada. 
She has two sisters, natives and citizens of Canada, who are residing in Canada. 
Mr. Thrall stated that his father was born in the United States and his mother 
in Sweden, that both his parents are now deceased and are buried in Minnesota. 
Mr. Thrall further stated that he was an artillery officer of the United States 
Army during World War I, and that after he emigrated to Canada he served as 
an American consular agent at Lethbridge from November 1921 until February 
1931 and that during World War II he was an American registrar for the United 
States National Selective Service for the Lethbridge district. His sister resides 
in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Apparently Mr. Thrall’s business interests, from which he derives an annual 
income of $20,000 or more, are in Canada, and he has no immediate plans to return 
to the United States to live. When asked about his intention of taking up resi- 
dence in the United States, he stated, ‘‘I presume I will; it is indefinite now.”’ He 
further stated that he desired to repatriate because ‘‘I hold myself to be an Ameri- 
‘an citizen and wish to retain this citizenship, and also for business reasons.’’ 
Mrs. Thrall made a similar statement when asked about her intention to return to 
this country. She also stated that she has investments in Canada, from which 
she derives an income of about $5,000 a year. 

Former United States citizens who have lost their citizenship under the provi- 
sions of 401 (e) of the Nationality Act of 1940 have the same status under the 
immigration and naturalization laws as aliens generally. In order to qualify for 
naturalization they must first be admitted to this country for permanent resi- 
dence. Mr. Thrall has resided in Canada since 1919, and Mrs. Thrall for about 
50 years. They have accepted the privileges of citizens of that country, and there 
is nothing to indicate that they desire United States citizenship for other than per- 
sonal reasons. There are no considerations presented in this case to warrant the 
enactment of special legislation granting them a privilege denied other former 
United States citizens who have also divested themselves of their citizenship in 
like circumstances, and who earnestly desire to return to this country. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
the measure. 

Yours sincerely, 


Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Walter Judd, the author of the bill, appeared before a 
subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives and made the following statement: 
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I have personally investigated and found accurate the statements in the memo- 
randum submitted by Mr. Ralph Ambrose Thrall, regarding the circumstances 
under which he unwittingly lost his American citizenship by voting in certain 
municipal elections in Alberta, which are now classified as political elections by 
the United States, but are not so considered under Canadian law. 

His wife, Minnie Hazell Thrall, voted in the same elections under the same 
circumstances and therefore is properly included in the bill. 

These persons are completely reliable and loyal. They have been outstanding 
representatives of the best type of American citizens during the years they have 
been in Alberta. 


In addition, Dr. Judd submitted the following statement made by 
Ralph Ambrose Thrall, one of the beneficiaries of the bill: 


STATEMENT IN CONNECTION WitTH APPLICATION FOR REREGISTRATION AS AN 
AMERICAN CITIZEN 

I have just learned that my voting as a ‘‘rate payer’ in municipal elections for 
municipal officials and on money-by-law matters in the Province of Alberta has 
caused the presumption of expatriation to arise against me. I am therefore 
applying for reregistration as a citizen of the United States of America and would 
like to make a statement in this connection. 

I was born in Minneapolis, Minn., on December 22, 1893. I was an officer in 
the United States Field Artillery in the First World War and shortly after my 
discharge in December 1918, I came to Canada to work for a ranching company 
owned by American capital. 

In 1921, I planned on returning to the United States but at that time I was 
approached by Samue! C. Reat—then American consul at Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada, to see if I would like to apply for appointment as consular agent at 
Lethbridge, Alberta. This I did and was consular agent at Lethbridge from 1921 
to 1931. I still kept up my ranching interests and am now president and owner 
of the MeIntyre Ranching Co. and have other interests, principelly mining. 

In Alberta municipalities, it is not necessary that a voter be a Canadian citizen, 
the main requirements being that of residence and property ownership. All 
municipal elections are classed as nonpolitical and all ‘“‘rate payers’ regardless of 
citizenship are encouraged to vote. When I was first appcinted American con- 
sular agent, I mentioned this matter of voting in municipal elections to Mr. Reat, 
American consul at Calgary—and he assured me that no presumption of expatria- 
tion would arise against me on this account. I now learn that since January 14, 
1941, this has been changed. I was not informed of this—so heave voted in a 
number of municipal matters since that time. 

This act of expatriation was wholly unintentional on my part—in facet, it is the 
very opposite of what I wished to do. I have always conducted my affairs, 
business and private, so that ncthing I have ever said or done could be con- 
strued to have been taking part in any political election or event, Provincial or 
Dominion, even to the extent of not allowing my wife to sing at a political meeting 
when she had been asked to do so. I have tried to avoid even the appearance of 
anv political action. 

My actions have always been that of a positive American citizen and during 
the recent World War I was a registrar of the United States National Selective 
Service for a large part of southern Alberta. 

During my residence in Canada, my wife and I have kept up registration as 
United States citizens, at intervals of approximately 2 years, and have completed 
the affidavit which states in part that I have not taken part in any “‘political”’ 
election in a foreign country, understanding that voting in municipalities had no 
political meaning under United States law as well as Canadian. I also realize 
that ignorance of the law is no excuse; however, under the circumstances I request 
that my application for reregistration be approved. 


Rauten AMBROSE THRALL, 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada. 
Marcu 16, 1950. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2290) should be enacted. 
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